
	 	
	 	
	  
	 	

	 Rheingau 
	 invented riesling!   

•	 Back in 800 A.D., Emperor Karl der  
Große discovered that on the hill  
where Schloss Johannisberg is located  
today, the snow always melted first 
in the region. As a result he inspired  
his entourage to plant a vineyard here.

•	 1435 A.D., a member of the Prinz 
von Hessen family (married to the 
Count Katzenelnbogen) was instru-
mental for vast plantings of Riesling 
in the Rheingau.

•	 The first Riesling grapes were regis-
tered in the Rheingau area in 1435 
A.D.

•	 1775 A.D., Spätlese was “invented” 
– the famous story of the harvest 
rider records.

•	 The first Kabinett was harvested in 
the year 1500 A.D.

•	 And today Germany holds ca. 21,000 
ha of Riesling making it by far the 
largest Riesling holding in the world 
– total global ca. 41,000 ha with 
France in second place (4,700 ha) 
and Austria/Australia trailing behind 
with 1,700 ha each. The Rheingau 
itself holds only 2,400 ha of Riesling 
out of 3,000 ha total and is defini-
tely the fine wine growing region in 
Germany.

•	 Prinz von Hessen estate with its 35 
ha is located at the heart and the 
cradle of the Rheingau in Johannis-
berg – with the record of 71% first 
growth vinyards.

	V intage 2008 
	at  prinz von hessen    
 
The year 2008 marks another and 
spectacular step towards the top.
The estate enjoyed perfect vegetation 
conditions during the entire growing 
season (with the exception of the last 
2 weeks). Dr. Kiefer and his vineyard 
team is finally harvesting the efforts 
of re-engineering the first growth vi-
neyards (special low yield pruning, lea-
fing, canopy management, green har-
vest, etc.). The wines are now still on 
the yeast for further development and 
the “H”, QbA will be released in May. 
The Kabinetts to follow in June. 
The major single “characteristic” of the 
vintage is the strong Riesling perfume 
in the nose – deliciously fragrant and 
full of the true, typical Riesling aromas. 
Following maturation in new large Ger-
man oak casks, the wines are develo-
ping layers and layers of seductive aro-
matics.

	 kabinett 
	pr inz von hessen   
 
The new star without a doubt is our 
new “KABINETT”! We love Kabinett as 
a category. It is the most natural wine 
per se. According to the law Kabinett 
cannot be “chaptalizé”, meaning that 
no sugar added to the unfermented 
juice. Kabinett gives you “Trinkspass” 
(joy of sipping) in its purest form. And 
it is the traditional Riesling category 
anyway. Plus if we are dead honest, 
global warming gives us a new climate 
which allows to produce Kabinett every 
year. Kabinett describes the “lighter” 
style Riesling with the “easy to drink 
– almost guzzling down” phenomenon. 

One cannot enjoy a first growth Ries-
ling every day, yet Kabinett is some-
thing you will love daily – light, almost 
refreshing through delicate zip and 
elegant perfume and sill encompass all 
the credentials of the noble grape of 
Riesling. The unmistakable and unique 
elements of Riesling are displayed in a 
very easy to understand form. The ba-
lance between acidity, extract and the 
low level of alcohol is gaining popularity 
quickly.

+++ Great review im “Stern”, Germany’s leading weekly magazine (pls see website www.prinz-von-hessen.com) +++ 
Dubai Raffles Hotel as the estates outpost in Arabia – 5 wines listed + wbg +++ Prinz von Hessen market leader in Austria 
for Rheingau Rieslings through Wein & Co +++ Successful launch in the USA with Folio wines, a Michael Mondavi company 
+++ Prinz Donatus favourite wine: Johannisberger Klaus Kabinett 2007 -> try it also +++ Winkeler Jesuitengarten Ers-
tes Gewächs Riesling 2007 gets 17 points from Jancis Robinson, Stephan Reinhardt +++ New distribution for Prinz von 
Hessen in Berlin through Paul Klein, Sweden – Fondberg, Norwegen – Modern Fluids, Belgium – Fourcroy “HKD“ strategy: 

+++ stay tuned and read more in the next Prinz von Hessen telegram +++
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