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W Jine has an egalitarian charagreristic boch in
itself and among thoss who produce it
The vast volume of wine made around

the world comes from grapes grown by srmeall lrmers
wha sell them to L{J—DFEF:I.I:I ves or larger winemaleers,
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tend to be comfortably "ordinary’ in terms of quality
and the price they achieve,

At the other end of the specirum is & small elite
group of adetacocte familing whe tend produce
high qualicy wines which are rare, and sell at very
high prices. And of course there is 2 lot in berween,

Dionatus von Hessen resides in che aristocratic!
elive sphere, albeit within the democratic
environment of modern Germany. Topether with
his Farher, La.ndgra\'e Motz von Hesgen, he runsa
diverse family business whose revenues go largely m
the upkeep of several castles and estaces which che
Family retained through various wars and revolurions.

The von Hessens have been around the Bheingau
region of Germany singe the 13th cenmury, occupying
prime land end sourdy castles, They were left wich
rost of the castles and some of che land by e
Prussians who, Prinz Donarus remarks wich wry
humoue, ‘alse left us the coses’.

Like same landed gentry here and in England, the
von Hessens responded to their new situadon with
pragmatism and creativiry. They converted some of
the castles inro lwory hotels or visitor artractions, and
gat sk into sgriculnural enterprises ranging from
forestry to horse breeding, polf courses to wine, All
things on which you can pu:en:ull}r loge mnn-a}a, says
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the Prince, when we mest in The Merrion Hoeel,

5o far however the businesses have been going
preery well and che wine estaces which have been
developed since the 19505 have been producing dome
very high qualiry eward-winning neslings.

*Germany 15 st the Narchern limic of where vou
can grow gripes, but we have been making wine
for around 2,000 years,' the Prince says: Reicling,
with ies ability te thrive in cool dimates, has been
their saviawr and '::'-n:rr.v.'.||:|.|.'|.1I concinues t0 Account
for 62% of all che rri7|ing grown throughour the
world, |t invalves a lot of carcful planning and
hard work however as the grapes must be planted
on south-facing slopes and ofren worked on
terraces gvethanging the seeep banls of the Bhine
ar Moesel. The von Hessens have been forsunate
in awning some of the most prived of vineyards
gt Johannisberg, in Fheingau, and over the years
have paid close atrention to both ‘rerroic’ and
winemaking. They were rewarded in 1999, when
wines from the estate qualified for the classificarion
'Ersres Gewachs' (Firse Groweh) which s awerded o
ouly the best wines in dhe teghon.

Since then the estate has moved op & furcher
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as director, A former "German Young Winemaker
of the Year' who also has business management
gualifications, he is the son of Professor Wilhelm
Kaefer, a lependary viticulouralise in Bheingau.

His first project was 1o closely examine every
square metre of the vineyards, increasing planting
in some and selling off others. Plansngs of bueller
Thurgau and Schenrehe prapes weee pulled up and
the esrate was devoeed -.'_n'::rd:.r o rr_i.l;|ing, He ko
convinced the family to invest heavily in the winary
and cellars,

"We are now in the middle of 4 learning process
and within the pexr fve 1o 10 pears wa want o
become one of the absolutely top wineries in the
Rhl:sngau,' FLYS Prinz Dionatus. "We also went to
offer winss that are easy to understand.’

And mmsy ro ndersrand they are, alrhongh 2 mmas
and Havours are complex. We tasted the Daehsfiler
(filfer of badger) Rizeling 2007, 2 pale yellow, soft
and gencly spiq.r wine, made from :rr::p:s Erow
on the "Hill of the Badger', 2 Winkeler Jesuitgarten
which had a nice balance of fruir and acidity and
other neslings from Hazensprung and Johannisbherg
Flaus wineyards,

These are reistings of exceprional qualicy placed
at the upper end of the markee which will appeal o
diners with & derailed knowledge of German wines
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adventurous enough 1o opt for them on 2 wine lise

Dhseributed here by Classic Dirinka, they are
aleeady featured on wine lists in The Meerion Hotel;
The Farmgate, Midletan; the Hotel Kilkenay; The
Morrison; La Bouche in Cork; Glerson's Townhouse
Hoscnmmon; Caf2 Sol in Kilkenny and Midleron
Purk House.



